
THE NEW
WHOLE NO. 7076. MORNING

YORK. HERALD.
EDITION-.TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 1852. - PRICE TWO'CENTS.

DOUBLE SHEET.
NEWS BY TELEGlt A.PI1,

HIGHLY INTERESTING FROM ALBANY.
Reports ofthe Canal Letting Investigation

Committee.
.

Excitement Anions Legislators aud Contractors,
&c. &c. Ae.

NEW YORK LEGISLATURE,
Senate.

Ai.hant, March 15, 1852.
Nl:\v YORK nLIIU A8TI.OM.

Mr. Mono in prercntad the Mxteeuth annual report of
the New York Asylum for the Hlind.

MOTICH* Of BIl.lJI. .

Mr. CooLi.r jmvo notice of a bill to incorporate the
Brooklyn Saving* lnntitution.
Mr. Tabou gave notice of a bill authorlxlng Albany to

subscribe to the *tock of tho Allmny and ,su*|u'-hauua
Railroad.

V. B. UKI'OHIT KUSD.LIDKRIAH KMIOHAXTS.
Mr. Tauoii offered a resolution in furor of the diatribu-

tlon of the fourth Instalment of the United States Depo-
t-ite Fund ainoii|' the States and relative to the expendi¬
ture for the truu«portution of ftco colored people to Li¬
beria.

Allfmbljr,
Albany, March 15, 185:2.

MKTItOFOLITA* COLLKOE.
Mr. Taylor presented the minority report against tlie

iucorjwrntion ol Metropolitan College, iu Now York city.
THE CANAL LITTINQ INVKSTIUATION.B»;rORlS OF TH»;

JOINT COMMITTOR.
Mr. Moss, (whig) of Niagara, submitted the following re¬

port from the Joint Committee of Investigation on the
Canal Lettings. It is signed by Senator L'phtm and
Meww. Dull and .Mofi, of tho Assembly (all wbigs).
To Hit Hon. Iht Speaker of the Assembly :
Sin.The undersigned, members of the Joint. SelectCommittee of the two House* of tho Legislature, to whom

was referred a communication ft-om tho Honorable theCanal Board, in the following words. to wit
Resolved, That tho Legislaturo lo rospectfnlly reauostedto appoint a committee to examine and inquire into tlioaction of eneh «ud every mom her uf the Canal Hoard, andor the Hoard of < anal Commissioners, Statu Kugincor andSurveyor and Division Knxinoers, having charge i.r that por¬tion of the canals where the work was to ho let fur the com-pletion of the J.rio Canal enlargement, tho Uunesee Valleyand Ulack Kiver ( finals, and the enlargomeut of the looks

on the Oswego Canal, in the awarding of contracts, and alltheir acts connected with tho samo, or In the discharge oftho duties or tlieir office* respectively. Also, the jointresolutions of the two Houses of tho Legislature, in the fol¬lowing word.', to wit
"Resolved, if the Senate conewr. That tbe communica¬tion from tho honoraldo the Canal Board, togothor with allresolutions relating to that suhjoot bo referred to a jointselect committee of tho House, to consist of two memhers ofthe Senate and three nf tho House. to examino and reportwhether any and what action this Legislature should take

on tho subject, and rc'-oinuieud such course, if any furtheraction is necessary in the promises, as will iusuro promptaction upon the subject, and that the said joint committeebe directed to report within one week from this dato.
"Resolved, if tho Senate concur, That the Joint Select

Committee on Canal l'rauds have power to send for personsand papers.
" Resolved, if the Senato concur. That a joint select com¬

mittee report as speedily as possihlo suuh aets as may in
their judgment be necessary to a*e»rUin whethor any andwhat frauds exist in the Canal letting*, and in the due exe¬
cution of tbe Canal law."

HKSPKCTFULLV T! F.POrtY.
That, after the passage of the above legislative resolu¬

tions. the couuniltcc. constituted in pursuance thereof,
organized by the appointment of tho Honorable A B.
Conger a* Chairman, and as soon as furnished with the
necessary papers, proceeded to tho discharge of their
duties. It is obvious that, whatever might have been the
character of the examination and inquiry contemplated
by the Canal Board, the joint resolutions of the Legisla¬
ture opened 1lie whole subject to the investigation of the
committee, and imposed upon them the duty, not only of
Inquiring into (he official action of the several officers
specified in the resolutions of the Cnnal Board, but also
into all matter* whatever connected with the cnnal
letting", and the due execution of the canal law. with a
view to ascertain if any and what frauds existed therein;
torepoit what action the Legislature should take upon
the subject, and if any further action was necessary to
recommend such a course ns would ensure its being
promptly taken, it will be equally apparent in view of
the wide extent and scopo of such an investigation the
magnitude of its subject, and tho multiplicity of the de-
tails necessarily involved, that it was utterly impossible
for the committee to have discharged the responsible,
difficult and many times delicate and embarrassing
duties thus devolved upon them, within the space pre-
fcribed by the resolutions above set forth; deeply
feeling the pressing urgency of tho case, the claims of
all implicated to a prompt and full investigation of
the accusations and suspicions pointed against them,
and. above all. the paramount importance of ha¬
ving. at the v< ry earliest moment, every difficulty.
whether real or imaginary.attending the Immediate and
unimpeded prosecution of the great work of improvement
contemplated by the law in question removed in such a
manner as thould be most in accordance with the Interest
of the State, and best promote its welfare. They have, since
their appointment, devoted their time and efforts faith-
fully, and almost exclusively, to the task before them.
without being able to bring it to any speedier conclusion.
The mass of testimony which the committee have sub¬
mitted to tho Legislature sufficiently explains the delay.
It now only remains for the undersigned, as members of
that committee, and in compliance with tho requisition
of the joint resolutions, to report such facts as they di>cm
establbhed by that testimony ; and also what legislative
action, if any. in their judgment, is necessary in relation
to the subject before them. Before doing so. however, the
undersigned would take this opportunity briefly to advert
to an attempt, equally frivolous and futile, made before

? he committee, for the purpose of impairing public confi¬
dence in the validity of the Cnnal law. to show that un alte¬
ration had been made In one instance In its phraseology, af¬
ter its passage, and while in the hands of some one charged
by law with its safe custody, a eomplete refutation of
every pretence of th kind will be found in the testimony of
Wm. fl. llogart. late clerk of the Senate, and the Hon O.
Allen, late member of the Assembly, from Krie county,
which proves conclusively that the law passed both the
Senate and tho Assembly in precisely tho form and
language, word for word, in which it now appears on the
statute b(H)k. It would seem that there had been a cleri¬
cal error in engrossing the bill, in omitting to notice an
amendment made while the bill was In theCommittee of the
Whole of the Senate, the bill having been read a third time
from the printed copy, which was corrected by tho clerk
in red ink. and not being notiecd by tho engrowiug clerk,
the bill was sent to the Assembly before tlie error was
discovered. When this was. immediately ufterwards.
brought to the notieo of the clerk of the Senate, he
promptly and properly corrected the same, thus making
the bill as it was when it came from the Committee of the
Whole, and as it was read a third time and passed in the
Senate. In the judgment of the uudcrsigncd. this act of
the clerk was uot only right, but it would have been a
great derelict iou of duty if he had suffered the bill to have
gone to and been acted upon in the Assembly in any
any other form than as it was actually pnssed In the
Senate. Tbe gentleman says that Messrs. Allen. Bogart.
and Senator I pluiiu were present when the correction
was made, and perfectly cognizant of all the circum¬
stances. It may seem somewhat remurkablc that before a
committee, charged with tho duty of examining into the
due execution <.fa law. an attempt should be offered or
entertained to invalidate und destroy the btw itself; the
true explanation will be found, the undersigned appre J
bend. In the rabid hostility, alike unrelenting aud unscrit
puli,us. which the Cnnal law has been doomed to encounter
throughout its inception, adoption, aud execution, in or
(Vr to a proper understanding of what action had taken
place n lifting not only to the Canal letting, but also to the
extrlltion ot the Canal law. under which these let tings
Wire made 'I lie committee visited the office of the
Canal Board, and examined the records anil minutes
fnm the passage of the law down to the time of such
exMiiiualiou. and directed copies of such records and
minutes lis related to either branch of their inquiry to
b' furni. hed by tho Auditor, and are considered as

a pfcrt of the testimony submitted, and will he fuuud in
tbe schedule marked A. In order to ascertain the action
of each and every member of the Canal Board, as well
as the letting lio.ird in the awarding of contracts,
and nil acta connected with tho sume. the committee re¬

quired copies of all allotments which had been proposed
by any and all members of the Canal and letting board
either for the whole, or any portion of the said work, nnd
tliej have been furnished with all as they are informed,
except a partial allotment propost d by the State Kn-
gtnecr and Surveyor, and also one proposed by Commis¬
sioner Mather The reason assigned for not furnishlug
these is that they have either not been preserved, or have
been mislaid. It was deemed the more important to pre¬
sent the proposed allotments made by members of the
Canal Board while acting as such, from the fact that the
letting board were ostensibly acting under a resolution
rf the former board, which might be supposed by some to
limit the exerci e of tbe discretion which the law had
vested solely in the letting board, and also because those
allotments made by members of the Canal Board who
were not members of the letting board prior to the pas-
rage of the resolution* of the former board, on the 2*2d
of December. MB1, referring the subject to the lotting
board, must be presumed to have been made in accord¬
ance with their views at that time; not only us to the
extent of tho discretion which they supposed they had
he right to exercise In the award of contracts, but als.i as

o what they considered to b the absolute rcqiilrouinlo
cf the law Itself. One of the allotments above re¬
ferred to Wfis an allotment of tbe middle division pre¬
sented to the ('ana Board by Mr, Commissioner Cook,
which also accompanies the testimony and is marked
seh< dulo 11, Al-o one of the western divisions, presented
by Commissioner I-'ollett. marked schedule II, with
Amendments and addltloM prono cd to one or both by
other members of the board. The minutes of the Canal
Hoard furnish an allotment proposed to tho board for Its
adoption by fir. Attorney General Challiel which was

made up, as appears from the testimony at a prlmte dwell
In# houtc in thLs city, by Lieutenant Oovefnot CU'iroh,

Attorney (lencral Chat Held. Comptroller fuller Treiwum1-
Hunt and Commissioner Cook :ind which. a/rer u con-
te-t of revcral hours iu duration. wi< fin-illy defnNin tile Canal booid by (lie determined nnd persevering op-position of Me»M'*. Kollctt and Mather The committeehave also pn cured from the oftlco or' t ho State Knuinwrmid Surveyor a statement ofalllhe liid-i nnd awardsfor th«
entire work, ro arranged a* to present in 0110 view the es¬
timate of the Engineer for any particular section for me¬
chanical structure, the nwanl. and to whom made, and
all bids. above and below tlie awards. This is
attach) d to and constitute* a part of the evi¬
dence iu the case. and ii< distinguished an schedule I)
In reference to this statement. the undersigned would ob-
ferve that while through disappointed applicant*, and
certain portions of the public pre**, apparently represent¬ing limit and their iuteresta. the number of responsiblebidders U-iow the award* made, has been loudly proclaim¬ed and particularly and repeatedly intentional upon tho
put lie mind a cautious If not international silence h-n
fcc«n maintained in the cmmo quartorn as to thel.irgi-number i fetich bidders whore proposition* were below tlnr
Mm utit of the respective awards : whereas it will be seen"
by an « xnminatinii of the statements last referred to. thatiu very many instances the munlier of bidders idiove th?
awards far » xcc< da those la-low. while many of the former
are cither known or shown to be some of the ino-t promt-Hint. < xperienct d. and competent contractors who hivel>e» n employed upon our public works. Without refer¬ring to particular instances, the undersigned submit that

a careful examination of this schedule will demonstrateconclusively that the opinion of contractors, aoi expressediu tlu-ir pmporals for work is not to l>e relied upon ascorrect estimate of a fair remunerative price forthe work in question, and that consequently th*true inter ets of the State require a resort to someother more ri liable standard, and they also respectfullysubmit the conclusion, which, it seeuis to them, must in¬
evitably be drawn from the disclosure of that schedule. atwell as lri m the very nature nnd necessity of the case,that the practice, which for years has almost uniformly pre¬vailed. adopting the estimates of the engineers as the most
approximate standard of th" value of the work, is th-
only safe and prudent alternative. Their engineers are
fully quaUlicd. both by professional education and experi¬
ence. ter the exact and accurate diM.'hartrc of their offlei.il
II ill nr., nuu rue engine* r uepunmeut. lo wUich they belong, is orgunrixed at a great expense through the State,for the exprcfs pmpi. c of tin* performance of such ser¬vices. with 11 direct view of thus forming « basin of actionfor tlio> «. State officers, ill who.-e charge the public works
tiro placed. Civil engineers. for yearn past, in other States,
us well a« this. have been employed upon nil public works,furnishing by their specifications. plans, und estimate*,the t-fnndard by which contracts have bi-en regulatedand adjtihtrd for illo expenditures throughout h11the public works of the country, of many millionsof dollars. Thnt the Canal Hoard. 4Is' a body,uiurt Iwtc entertained similar views at one time,at ail events. is apparent l'roui their havingndiptxl the resolutions offered by Attorney-GeneralChat field. in subetunee. revolving tiiat, the board wouldnot consider any proposition more than ton per cent
above, or fifteen per cent below the engineers estimates. If

a different dretrino was at any subsequent time professedby either the movers or supporters of that resolution, the
testimony will probably show the history, as well as the
came of stirh sudden conversions. It is also proper forthe undersigned here briefly to refer to another particularin which the action which has la-en had upon the subjectbefore them. 1ms given rise to some discussion, inasmuch
as it more definitely approaches a distinct specification,than is gi nerally to be found in the wholesulo charges of
fraud which have been preferred against these awards.This is the introduction of what is termed bardpun nndquicksand, as a new and separate classification of excava¬
tion into the specifications and contracts. It appearsfrom the testimony, that since the resumption of the
public works, suspended by the act of 1842. no such
classification was made in the estimates, specifications or
contracts. Kartli and rock constituted the only divisions

of excavation. Kngineers and others, who. by experience,
were qualified tojudge, differed as to which mode of s|>eoifi-catiou was most productive of the publie interests. On the
one band, without the classification of liardpan and
quicksand, contractors would apply to the Canal Hoard or

Li gb-lature for extra compensation for all excavation
found in tho progress of their work, more expensive to
remove than contemplated at the time of contracting,and the investigation of lho»e claims would be urged on
ns heretofore, to the waste of time of the members of the
Legislature and Canal Hoard; and finally, also as hereto¬
fore, to the pecuniary loss of the State. While on the
other band it was contended that the Introdnetion of
this classification affected, in some degree, tin- indepen¬dence ofthe engineers anil commissioners, while acting with
contractors, readily disposed to make liardpan and qnick-snnd cut of any material found in their work whenever,
by their contracts, they were to be paid an increased
price for thoso articles over common earth. In addition
to which is the fact that in all cases to 'Ms-criminate
and dr.iw the exact line between hard"- " nd quick¬sand. nnd common earth, is a very d:t-;. .«i abutter, and
frequently the mlject of dispute between engineers and
others. tl:at the State is often liable to pay a large amountfor the supposed existence of hardpnn und quicksandwhich would be avoided by a different classification of onlyearth and reck. The undersigned have no means o."
which of these systems of classification would result in
the greatest loss "to the State, nor is it important to know,
so fur as this investigation is concerned, unless fraud is
show n to have lieen necessarily consequent upon the in¬
troduction of the classification of liardpan and quicksand.The « vidence does not show fraud in this transaction, nor
anything from which fraud is to lie inferred; on tho con-
trnry. it apptars from the testimony of Mr. Seymour, the
State Knglncer aud Surveyor, that* it was a course which
he approved, and which was brought forward by him. und
adopt) d by the Canal Hoard, about the loth of October
last as will appear by the minute of the Canul Hoard,
foimlng n part of the evidence in this case. It appears.
aL-o. from Mr. Seymour's testimony, that the subject, had
been under consideration for nearly a year prior to that
time. It would seem, therefore, not to have been brought
forward on any sudden emergency, much less under such
circumstances ns would warrant any suspicion that it was
concreted for the present occasion, nnd with an improper
and fraudulent intent. It is doubtless a subject upon
which there may be wide and honest difference of opinion,
as appears from the testimony in the case. The undersigned
admit that there may be reasons to regift that this classifi¬
cation had not been earlier made, and prior to the estimates
and prior to the estimates for the work; but such was not
the ease, and in the opinion of the undersigned, from any¬thing now before them, it is impossible to say whether
tho cost of the work under tho contructs awarded will, on
this account, be ultimately increased beyond what it
would huve been under the former system of classifica¬
tion. with its usual accompaniment of extra allowances bythe Canal Hoard, and sptcial legislation in behalf of con¬
tractors, for material more expensive than had been anti-
ci)Dtcd. fir than was indicated by test pits. And before
leaving this part of the subject, the undersigned would
nmark that the proportions of the State Kngiueer. to
introduce hard pan and quicksand as a separate speritico-
tion into the contracts, though at first rejected by the
Canal Hoard, was. on a subsequent day. reconsidered, and
ndcptid. on motion of the Attorney General. The gentle¬
man says that Messrs. Church. Chatfleld. Mother, rollett,
nud Seymour, voted in its favor, and Messrs. Cook. Fuller.
Hunt, and Morgan, against it. From these preliminary
remarks upon matters connected with the awards for con¬
tracts under the Canal law. to which the publie attention
has been much directed. aBiTwhich. in the opinion of the
undersigned, it is necessary to a proper under¬
standing ef the whole case, to clear from all
mii-concept ion and misrepresentation, they now
turn to the circumstances under which the action of the

Subtle officer* entrusted with the canal lotting* ha« been
ad, and to tlic fact as established by the testimony in

relation to the due execution of the canal law. It cannot
be necessary to detail upon the extraordinary events con¬

nected with the history of that law. The unprecedented
course of some of the representatives of tho people to de¬
feat it at the special election ordered in consequence, tho
extra session of the legislature to carry out the expressed
popular will.the magnitude and impoatance of tho im¬
provement. and the Immense amount ofwork requisite for
its completion, all conspire to attract and concentrate tho
attention of the public, and especially of all who hoped,
directly or indirectly, to protit by its execution upon the
measures taken for its accomplishment. Accordingly,
whin after due notice had been given for the receipt of
proposals for the entire work on the Krie, Genesee Valley.
Flu k Fiver, ami Oswego canals, the Canal Board, on the
10th tf November lust, proceeded to open and examine
the same a scene waa presented unparalleled in the
history of tho public works of the State. From all parts
of the gtHto. from other States, from all walks
of life, from every profession, pursuit, and trade ; from
ev. ry division and subdivision of political sect there
iwainud upon the capital a legion of applicants, all anx-
lot s ur.d impoi tnnate for participation in the anticipated
profit* of some share in this improvement, tho last for
ninny years at leaat. to lie obtained upon the public
works of the State. Tho expectations of ail run high ;
some hud elsinis. real or imaginary, for political services
others rilic.l upon personal friendship for success ; while
others.dest it ute of such recommends t ion*.resorted toother
mid less creditable mtwns to secure a fuvorable considrution.
Association*. coml>in»tions,^tnd pnrtnorsliips.Jwere formed
almost without number, and embracing components of
every conceivable complexion, for the purposo of securing
in the name of come one of them, a share in tho contract.
While this wiis going on outside, the Canal Hoard was

busily engaged in canvassing the bills, and preparing their
proposid allotment* of the work. The number of bids
whs unprecedented, amounting in the aggregate, iw the
until rsigncil arc informed, to about ten hundred millions
Of del lan the number of bidder* lieingalsmt 3.(M)0. Tho
Foard at onco fi»w and felt the difficulty of award¬
ing the work in such a manner, as to give
Itttisfttction generally to the lio-t of applicants.
and to add to the difficulty jealousies existed in the uiinds
of icinr cf the mi 111 sm of the board itself, as to tho ile-
Fun* of ( thrr members, whom they suspected of an inten¬
tion to In/.-tow the contracts Upon their political associates
This filling ifil did not wholly originate from, was at
It list height! ned by rumor, which chareed such to bo the
Inti ntion of Ihi.'O who had effected mainly tho pausage of
the low. end that tho political majority designed to
centre 1 the letting*. and award the contractu to those
of the I ke political sentiment-* It is due to the
majority in that board to say. that not only no ef-
f< rt of that Kind was attempted, but that, .so far as
'be evidence shows, all imputation of any intent ion of
that kind Is without foundation, on the contrary, it ap-
I'< urs to linve been conceded by all. thai constituted as
the I cnnl was politically with such a gnat number of
I'iddi is tic in loth political parties. Hint the work ought
to be distrlliuUd as nearly equally as could well be, Ih>-
twecn the two political parties. No direct agreement or

I n position to this i fleet Is shown, but all t^io members ot
the Niaid exsmlni d by the committee, admit a generaltacit under} landing of that character. Tho luidtornigned
can well conceive the attcnipu uiaile d\iiln« tho progreH*of tlio letting-, to make allotment/ of the wort, ana the
Ilcti rialnrd tenacity wlili whirl* . i1Pn present oil to thr
board for sJcftion, thcr gr powM br tho*» wV1 bail

not Noil conxnHcd in milking tb<iw op. how very nece*
wrjr It »m Jo hmntnil*" conflicting feeling*. Tiew*, and
intcnwt* by lome general understanding. without which,nothing could b.* accomplished. The law, sanctioned byall experience fo*+ n | >.). ! in t <1 the ides of letting the
work to the lowest bidder, which made utrtted action bytho I¦curd a task of hUfhuml difficulty, nod rendered it

I »-t ill more m oes»-*ry S have some general urvderstandlngIwtwoen thciminlienirif the board. Men not mi*re<juently,in the< Kcrcifc ofdiscretionary authority, honcntfy dilTeriu
r pinion, and in a mat ttYofthis character. whoBtbwre w*i

m I«rgo An amount of work to be let and competed for by
an unprecedented number ef bi.ldcrs -ome few known
to ail the member* of the wwrd.-ome to only a few. and1 other* to none of tin m.it i* not strange that diffrnmreH
of opinion >hould oxbt aiuou,; the member- of the bowd,

i !»<- to irtl the different pliare-* of competency, tt**p»lt<f-Mlity und other particular* desirable for tho itr-
temt of the State (n be united in n oontra<%

| it appear* from the evidcucc t'iut very little effort ww»
made by any number of the lio.cnl to adopt the allot¬
ment* presented separately by iHeiw. Cook Kollett.
Mother. and Seymour. If the latter presented any dla-

, tinet allotment from those presented by olh-rn. about
HhUhlhreis some conflict in the testimony, no minute
c f the prvreiitation ot either of tho-** appear! ou
Uie miniiteH of tho Canal Hoard; and no vote
wmh hiul upon tin m. A subsequent allotment, made
ot the dwelling house before referred to. not by'¦He direction or even suggestion of tho board, but
by the uniftd effort* of individual membora eoiupoa-ii p the majority, teems to have been mad* and pre*ontodwith the dctilM-rafe determiimtion to secure it* twloptioihy the board. 1 he character of this allotment, tli
manner in wliieh it was made, and the determined effort
to adopt it by the majority of the board, and partlcularlthe Attorney Oeneral, who presented it. and the porsevn .-

ing resistance and final overthrow of the sam>-. by th .

unit* d efforts of only Mos-r* Kollett and Mather, a
f proud out In the minute* of the Cnnnl Hoard, demon «t rat

in feme d< groo. as well the difficulty of aecomolNhln
the letting", as the fooling entertained and the ex
eiUmont < xi.-ting on the subject among the dl
feront numbers of the board. After the defiwtt of th »

proposed Kllotment. tho subject was the resolution of th >

.J2d December, referred to tho Canal Commissioner*. State
Kngineer. and Surveyor.ami the l)i vision engineers hnvin :
charge of that portion o£ tho canal whore the work was t
Ik- done. This was. in faot. what the Hoard contemplate
. i nr inn 101- icmiig uie woru; hdiI h reference ot this
matter to it by (he Canal no.-iril, was nothing more than
carrying out Hip provisions of tbo law. The work, in any

i vent, would have to bo let by thin bourd, whatever the
Canal Hoard might have agrees! upon as to whom it should
l*- given. So flur, therefore, ai retudi tbo character, or
competency. or responsibility of builder#, and their abilityto perforin (he work proposed for, within the time limited
by law. and the safety or advantage of their proposition to
the State, this board was not only not Inferior to the Caual
llourd. but superior thereto. It was not a subordinate
tribunal, in any sense of the word; nor was the exercise of
their discretion, on the point above stated, subject to the
control or revision of the Canal Hoard; and in tho
opinion of the undersigned the Canal Hoard could not
rightfully, under the law, review Hi any manner tho
exercise of such discretion on the part of the lettinghoard. The Canal Hoard were merely, by the twelfth
Mrtion of the law of 1851. to direct and approve of the
terms and manner of doing the work, and the Commis¬
sioners and Knginccrs were to contract for it* completion.It is difficult to understand why the ('anal Hoard, as such,
assumed to pri>ceed in the discharge of duties which, bythe very terms of the law. in language plain and explicit,
were devolved upon the Commissioners and Kngincera on
any other hypothesis than that ol a general understand¬
ing to award the work equally between the two politicalparties, coupled with a desire on the part of the member*
of the Canal Hoard, in carrying out that tacit understand¬
ing. to have a voice in the selection of the successful
bidders, in order to favor neither political or personalfriends. The Commissioners and Kngineers. as soon as
the resolution of the Canal Hoard of the 22d peeember
wa# adopted, entered upon their duties under the law,
as dirictcd by the Canal Hoard. In the discharge*of these duties to the State they have been ac¬
cused of fraud, and this committee have been di¬
rected to examine and report what facts, if nny. exist to
support this charge. At the time the committee com¬
menced its labor*, it was currently reported, and in some
instances openly charged, that members of the lettingboard had a direct pecuniary interest in contracts let bythem that such interest . in some cases, was held In tho
name of friends for their own ultimate benefit that ill
other caves commissions were received by officers award¬
ing contracts as a consideration forawnrding them to par¬ticular individuals, or in a particular direction, and that
fraud was practiced iu awarding the contracts in almost
every creceivable way; and the attention of the commit¬
tee was directed to certain individuals os witnesses, resid¬
ing in different and remote parts of the State, whose tes¬
timony it was said, would establish the fact of the exis¬
tence and practice in the letting of the board, of the pur-ticular frauds alleged. The committee determined to sub¬
mit those charges to the most ample and rigid investi¬
gation. Tills was due. alike to the honor and dignityof the State, and to the reputation of the high publicofficers implicated in those accusations, to the end
that if guilty they should be expelled from tho offices
thus prostituted and disgraced; and if innocent that their
innocence should be promptly and publicly proclaimed,and their character vindicated from every imputation.
Ariordingiy, a great number of witnesses have been sum¬
moned from all parts of tbo State, to testify in relation to
these (harge>, and their testimony utterly fails, iu the re¬
mote »t degree, to establish tho fSct that any member of
the Canal or Letting Hoard, is, or luis boon in anyway,din ctly or indirectly, remotely or contingently, by way of
commission or otherwise, interested iu any contract or
award which has been made, or in aiding or procuring the
same to be made; and the undersigned do not hesitate to
express their entire conviction, based upon tho testimony
aforesaid, that no such interest exists or has existed; and
that there is not the slightest reason or cause for tho sus¬
picions or accusations above mentioned, with the ex¬
cept ion of a single instance, to be found in tho testimony
of Mr. Goodrich, in which tho contract was not awarded,
and they aver that the said testimony cannot fail to pro¬
duce the mme conviction upon every intelligent and can¬
did mind. This concludes the laltors of the undersigned,
under the concurrent resolution directing them to .-re-
jiort such facts as may be. in their judgment, neottssary
to ascertain whether nny and what frauds exist in tho
canal lettings. and in thodue execution of tho canal law."
It is a difficult task to ascertain frauds in the duo execu¬
tion of (lie law; and the testimony show# it to be equally
difficult to discover any elsewhere. In nwarding the con¬
tracts, tinder the resolution of the !22d Decemls-r last, the
letting board Was governed by the same general under¬
standing which existed during the previous action of tho
Canal Hoard, viz.: to divide the work equally between tho
two political parties. Thisisafact.no more to be dis¬
guised here than twfore the Canal Hoard; and it is fair to
presume, not only from the prior action of the Canal
He ard, but also from the subsequent actjon of individual
nu mbers thereof, that such course on the part of the
letting beard was anticipated and expected; but while

t he letting ls>nid were endeavoring to carry out this under?
standing, they were not. as the evidence snows, unmindful
oft he interest of the State, for they not only have keptbelow
the estimate of the engineers, but also considerably below
the prtpcud allotments of the work presented to the

I Canal Hoard by Attorney General Chatfiold, and which
the majority of the board were, for a time, not only

! anxious, but determined to adopt.and which was only
] defeated after a protracted and exciting sitting, with five

in tavor and three against it. and after it had boon de¬
clared by one of the members. favorable to tho adoption
of taid allotments. that it hud boeome a question of phy¬
sical endurance. The allotments actually made. ax tho
undersigned are Informed. amount to nourly half a mil¬
lion of dollars Irs* in tho aggregate than tho allotments
propowd to tho board by Mr Chatftald; therefore,
whether thoy acted wisely or not. or in accordance with
the law or not. in departing thus from the lowest bidder
in awarding contracts. thoy not only have the allotment*
proposed by a majority of tho Canal Board a» a precedent
in thin respect, and also the diroet action of tho
Canal Hoard upon a point directly involving the
meaning and true Interpretation of tho law itself
for their guidance and direction, but tho State has
bwn Mtrvd half a million of dollars, which woidd
have been lout if tho allotment above referred to lind
been ennlid into effect. The contracts awarded amount to,
as the undersigned understand, alsiut $900,000 less than
the estimate of the engineers..which fact, if tho latter
are to be taken as a standard of tho value of the work,
acquit* tbo Letting board of disregarding the interests of
the State in not letting tho work to lower bidders. It uiuy
lo true, aud doubtless is. that some of tho worlt is let
above what uiay be a fair remunerative price, and that
Kmc of the contractors will resHie considerable profits,
either from doing the work themselves, or selling out for a
bonus. But while this may be true in some instances,
many others are. tut Commissioner Kollett thinks, to the
amount of one-third of the work, will l>e found too low,
nr.d tho contractors will either lie compelled to abandon
their work, or seek relief in the way of extra allowance j
but this Is no new feature in tho history of canal con-

j tracts in this State. All past experience has shown it,
| and the future will reveal the same results. It is Inevlt-

i able from the very nature of the business and no system
I ever yet adopt* d by this State, not even Unit of awarding

I contracts to the lowest bidder. has been exempt from simi-
lar re, ults. It is admitted by all. and tutlncd to by all
who have any knowledge on the subject, that, as a whole,
thewoik is let at price* as low as it can be reasonably
done for. II has been the policy of this State.and the
undersigned sincerely hope it will over continue to be.to

i j ay upon all its public works a fair remunerative price for
, the laic r performed. It never >houLd be its policy to en¬

rich itself at the expense of the hard earnings of its citl-
rens. It claims to lie just to all alike; and that claim is n

i heer absurdity, unlcs* it pay* a fair price for labor por-
fottnc d solely for its benefit. In view, therefore, of this
just ami well recognised principle, the Canal Board anil
the letting b< ard. in tlje opinion of the undersigned,
would be pi rfrctly justified in Riving such construction to
that portion of the twelfth section <if the lawof July 10th,
1861. which eayr."Contracts shall be awarded tosuc!\
parties as .-liall propose to perform the work on terwmost
into and advantageous to the State having due scgard fo
the ptice. the ability of the parties, mid tV security

. fiend, for the pei fortuiuice th.rnof and to. reward con¬
tracts t Jjly to mi h parlies aa propose aV price « which
\»( uld fully remunerate the in flrr labor performed and ma-
t* i in Is fiuni hedj balding tliv (etuis due regard 1 > price,'
t.i,dt t the fettli d policy or "tiio State, as meaning n 'thing
mote than such sum a* x-«,.id Is- a fair equivalent f >r
wbativer hey might do 'tor tho State." Again, the ternv
din regard to prieiv1' must bo taken ana considered in

coriicctii n with the terms, "most safe and advantageous
to the Stite. .otf ,i that price whioli has, according to :ill

. *(« rielice. K* mo«t safe and advantageous to the Stat*
is that which penult* the contract ora to go on and com¬
pute Ibe w\jr'K without Iom, It seem* from the testimony

i takrn by »*,,(. Ccmmltte*. that the board lotting theae con-
tmU ur lertalncd viin of the true and practical meaning

i f ttus i.,h. iimiiar to that here expressed, and Ills under
t'ti'id an> coftUaiitcd to bciicTft, from the action of

' ^.cCaoa* Bc.nl wlirte prop>4ji(j to let tho work, *hpT en*

I Attained fimilar vie#*. ThU belief in forced Upon thorn
te avoid the conclusion that the Canal Hen nf not onlyattempted to. |>ut prt in practice, an old atvl pd-pjiNo rioUttioii ol' Uw . a conclusion not to l*c
MiiDii until every othe, alternative is, by tl*< li>ir«
cf cv-.donco. brought to bear upon the ca»e. Coin-
plaints had been made that contract" had tieen
awarded in mmp instances to pennon* who were not
bidders, araJ to pemrna on the bid of others, and t-fcfct
there were .'hw» where individuals lind l»-en compelled to*
assign some of their bids Ix'fore they could gi-t oootmctK-
upovi oilier-1. Irv-tance' of thin Kind have been brought t<»'
light by the evidence ; but however much the under¬
signed might de»iro it to te otherwise, they have yet tw
learn that t lii>- i. a fraudulent transaction. The notice pub¬lished by (lie direction of the Canal Hoard simply ap¬
prised the public that the work was to bo let. and ir ou
the coming in of t :4c*- proposal* they were found too high
to !«. safe and sitrnntageous to the .State, or If for anyoilier reason the lioe*i. in the exercise of their discretion,
should not deem it jJropor to let the work to them, and

i other* proposed verbally, ou such terms as caiuo within
I tho requirements of tM l»w. in tlvjudgmcnt of the board,

the whole matter b<»* txf within their discretion, theyWould be justifiable. so'%»r as the Imw of the easels con¬
cerned. in awarding the contracts to the latter. The un¬
dersigned desire not to 1>» understood as advocating ait n
general thing the policy of such a course. but they see
ii< tiling in the law forliijding it..und if in awarding
contract* to one man upon the bid of another
cr .it the price bid by another, no greater stun la
pnid than the person Whoso bid is used would hare been
entitled to. other things being equal. i» h a matter which
affects only the competitors, and in which the State sus¬
tains no tip-s. and has no concern; end in nearly or quite
all the instance* of the kind brought to light in the tes¬
timony the price at which the work was let wu con-

riderably less than the price actually bid by the person
to wham, or for whose benefit it was awarded, and the
person whose bid was used had other work awarded io
him. so that, in fact, it amounted only to a mere general
distribution of the work among the p< opl". The under¬
signed ate utuible to perceive how fraud, or any neglect or

disregard of the public interest can lie imputed to men
for sueh acts, under these circumstance*. The- allotments
and awards < n the work wen- finally completed on or
about the 30th Deeembtr last, and on that day many of
the contracta were executed under the direction of the
Canal Hoard, to enter into contracts before t lu> first day
Of January last. The undersigned believe. both from the
oral testimony, and the minutes of the Canal Hoard, that
it was not contemplated by the latter that the awards
or contracta made by the Commissioners and Engineers
under the resolution of the Oana 1 Hoard of the 22d De¬
cember, should be reported to faid lioanl for its adoption
and approval. The resolution itself seems to negative
any supposition of the kind, for l>y its express terms the
letting board was directed not only to make an allotment
and award of the work, but act uajfeto enter into tho
contracts before a specified day. ThV^fct is very sign! ti¬
cs nt of the true meaning of the resolution, as well as th«
then intention and expectation of those who passed it.
ticsidos. Mr. Morgan testified that the resolution was
drawn with express reference to a tins! completion of thn
letting by the commissioners and engineers under it. with¬
out the necessity of any subsequent action by tho Canal
Hoard. This view of the case is made still more apparent
by an attempt, on the part of one or more members of
the Canal Hoard, to require a submission of the allot¬
ments to the Canal Hoard for its adoption and approval,
before the contracts should bo obligatory on the State,
and the final rejection ofthe proposition. The Canal Hoard
were not without some experience ofthe difficulties attend¬
ing any attempt to let this work, having been engaged some
weeks endeavoring to accomplish the object, but without
success, anil as ail seemed to desire that tlu» let tings
should be completed before the first of January, they
doubtless adopted tho course pointed out in the resolution
as the only means of accomplishing the desired object
without requiring, intending, or even desiring that any
report should be made to them before the contracts be¬
came executed and obligator}': and it is not absolutely
certain, by any means, that they then entertained an

opinion of the necessity of sueh an approach on their
part to render the contracts valid and binding upon the
State; in fact, remarks have fell from members of the
.ward assembled on the .J1 ft December, when the award of
contracts was rend to them by Commissioner Mather, and
particularly from tho»c who now most ptrenuously con¬
tend for the necessity of auch an approval entirely nega¬
tive the supposition. It wan then said that the allotment
which hud bet n rend, with some exceptions, was. perhaps,
us gcvd u one as could lie made by any live members of the
Heard, and that it was doubtful whether any five men
could be found in the State who could make, under all
the circumstance*, a fairer or more just distribution of
the woik. When a suggestion was made that it might be
more satisfactory to Home to have the I'anal Hoard formally
approve the contract", it was again remarked by the same
m< mber that he could not vote to approve of the allot¬
ment. but he wan willing to f!-t it pass ; that the
year wim about closing, und with its close the ('anal
Hoard waV About to i-famge. What had been its responsi¬
ble majority politically wui» going Out of power, and all
were desirous of parting in peace and with kind feelings
towarditcaeh other; and they were all willing, as appeared
from the evidence, to let the whole subject of the tettings
)'n.-s and to have the contracts carried out in good faith,
not doubting, a* the undersigned verily believe, but tint
the contract* were as obligatory and binding upon the
»vtute without, as with, their formal approval. In rela¬
tion to the views now advanced by some, that further
action as to these contracts is required on the part of the
Canal board. and tliut their approval is necessary to bin I
the Hate, on one hand, and on the other, their disapproval
in order to release contractors, the committee do not un
dentaud how there can be a legal obligation resting o i
one side under these contracts, without a correspondln :
OM on he other; and they would further r. mark, that
tuch action was necessary, that action should have been
taken on the Illst of December, when the contructs were

reported to them; and their acquiescence in them, under
the circumstances, and in the manner detailed in the evi¬
dence, n mounts, in the opinion of the undersigned, to a
virtual approval, so far. at least, as to prevent the .State.
IV r which they acted, from now taking any advantage of
its own wrongs; nnd if the Canal Hoard permitted the
commissioners and engineers to proceed under the resolu¬
tion of the 22d December, and engage the contracts,
knowing the fact, and allowed the contractors to enter
into their contracts supposing them perfect, when It was
necessary for the Canal Board to approve or disapprove
tlum, nnd that Board neglected to take action on the
subjeet when they had an opportunity to do so, prior to
the 1st of January, the State ought not. under any con¬
sideration of the suhjcct. to attempt, or to be allowed now
to attume, the position thut those contracts are invalid
lor mm cuuio.
The undersigned. therefore. In view of the matters by

tin m ubovc stated. and of tho testimony heretofore pre¬
sented. respectfully but confidently submit to the Legis¬
lature the following conclusions. a* dearly established by
the facts mid circumstances of tbc investigation of the
committee:.

First That whatever mistakes or errors may have
beeu mode in particular instancca. yet. an a whole, the ac¬
tion of the letting Bourd In contracting for the execution
of the work, under the canal law. at su aggregate amount,
less by half a million than the project of the Canal
Board. presented by the Attorney General, and lens by
nearly n million than the estimates of the engineer*. U
calculated to promote the interest of the Stat", and centre.
a« tar a* practicable, tho completion of the contemplated
improvement.
Second That no fact ha* been ascertained showing

miy fraud in the letting!) of the contract s awarded, or in
the execution of the canal law; but. on tho contrary, tho
uniform tenor of all the testimony taken effectually repel*
all nwpfeton of the kind.
Third.That no action la required, on the part of the

Cnrjil Board, to give further validity to the contractu, nor
on the port of the Legislature, upon any matter in re¬
lation to the Mutyects referred to the committee, unless to
cm pel the State officers having charge of the public
works, their subordinates, and clerks, to perform the
duties imposed upon them by law. With a view, there-
lore. to tbc accomplishment of the la«t named object, the
undersigned beg to introduce, for the consideration of the
T,i (Mltlin, the following bill -

An Act in Relation to the Enlargement of the Erie and
(Jmrero Canah, and the CompUtion of the Hlacle Rivet-
end lienetee Valley Canali.
'I he people of tho Mate of New York, represented ia the Se¬

nate and Assembly. do enact, as follows
Section 1. The (.'anal Hoard is hereby directed and re¬

quired, within ten days after the pussaifo of this act. to ex¬
amine the contracts awarded and cntrrud into in the month
of December, lsfil, by the Canal Commissioners, the Stale En¬
gineers, and the respective division engineers, for thecomrlo-
tion of the cnlargcmcn of the Erie and Oswego canals, anil for
the completion ofthe lllai k River and 0*n»see Valley canals;
and to flio with the Auditor of the Canal Department a com¬
plete and accurate list and description of all such con¬
tracts, the execution of which will, in the judgment of the
Canal Board, he safe and advantageous to tho Stat®
having due regard to price, the ability of tho parties, the se¬

curity furnished for the performance of said contracts, and
the probable claim, apainst the Stnte to arise from an aban¬
donment of the siinic: and immediately upon finding such
list ns aforesaid, it shall become the duty of thn' anal Board,
the Canal Commissioners, the Stato Engineers, and Surveyor,
to take such stepn as thoy shall desrn most effectual t» in¬
sure the early and vigorous execution of said contracts.
Section 2. The Canal Hoard is also directed anf required,

within ten days after the pn-isafre of tbi* act. to report t-» the
Lenislatnre nn accurate list ana description of all contracts
awarded and entered Into la December, 1"*.M, as ifort-Maid, if
any. which the said Heard shall deem it advisable fbr nnv
cnuse, for the State to suspend or abandon, together with
their reasons in favor of -uch abandonment or suspension,
and also, at the same time, to report to the l^wislntur-
such proposals for the same work amonn the bids sub¬
mitted to the Canal Commissioner*, the Stat# Engineer,
and Surveyor, and the Division Engineers, previous to the
n*:irii of contracts made by tlicm as aforeS*lit, as would be
most safe and ailvanlnceons for the State to accept, having
dne ri'*ard to price, the ability of the parties, the security
offered for the pcrf'rjnsnce of the same, and the probable
claims asainst tho State to arise, froin an abandonment of
the existing contracts.
Section ."I. TNti act shall take effect immediately

A S CPHAK,
A. It MOSS.
II. B HILL.

TH1' MIKOMTY Bf.rORTi
Heuator Cowar.a roi»<>« to th" conclusion tlint the i.>t-

tinfjo are illegal ami IViui.tulnit and recommcnd/i the ac-
llh&t nr* to vacate them and o»«tur another r<--l«*ttin>r ft
could hardly hare b<'< n e.\|<-cti*d I hut an invent tuition,
tuld the prv*Mit. under cironmManceit of parted con¬
flict with lutl-tatlve iluticx. vrould, ill the sin U time
allotted to it. have bt-on HUcov^fiil in ferreting c*t a hun¬
dredth part ot the int T> n.t corrupt bargMC^ng touch
lug contract* in expect nnoy which wore. for *om'< week*,
the f-utjrctH of the mofit atrocious gambling ever known
in the hitlotf of thU commonwealth lYotn tho tiiue
when the first allot uy nt propo.-< d by Mr Kollrtt an¬
nounced tin re wm H pc ne of crlmlnatl^p and ri*riaui»-
tlou. «'iir-vs .i»',hloud and deep, rwe upon th' v iicc*
aril deluged tfc'e thoughts of the contestant*. The »x-
cited liravlu^ mancm attested tho fury whieU the mock-
ii'K »f thf'.r hope<. by polltlc,ai gamier*, hid pr>-
Tr kid K.jd deTi I'ipcd Ml th-p thirty- w ** rn

nrtcd in tho faro of day mmI for-ed up m th#
ipV^Jftvifni of evry ob'errer, a< nhowhw tii

\ or [wtr^ul crowrtio,' out ol Wl< prikO' i<**l me.

chanic and cxperitnced contractor by the politic Uf
You will find contracts given (o two constable* and ¦ "rrt1-
Hard saloon keeper lo notet keeper*. one of whom (we
cannot my why, however.) became associated with a
litical inaid.tn liardwure merchant*. tailor*. dairy mm
and farmer* One contract was given to a minor on* to
a memlier of the late Senate who sent in IiIh resignation
Mire signing the contract. a* if Unit a<-l cancelled the
fact of hi* having N'en a Senator Memlier* of the late
noufo of Asm mbly lire interested also In the contract*, of
which, doubtles*. they Were the active and effectual pro¬
curer*. The delivery of the contract, by the letting
txiHrd was nn e*t rnonllnary assumption of power, a* they
were ouly directed by theCanol Hoard to execute them,
and that after n certain method The awarding of coii-
thief*, in the t ot til disregard of the Instruction of the
r*artni Hoard, la wholly unjustifiable, and I* uuparalellcd
li Ike history of this State, which can furnish no such
jaMiiiii e where one rank of officer* have mistaken their
jhi <!>r.s and refused obcdience or allcgianno to the man¬
date or rights of another placed by the law above t hem.
with directory and aupervlsory power*. Toward* the
concl Jsii n. Mr C'onger remark* thus:. '. On reviewing
the govern! infractions of law which characterize
the cr>:ftrarl*. it will he pereeivi<d that, netting
aside the consideration of fraud, which. If main¬
tained Wonld unquestionably destroy the contracts,
many of the contract s are void by reason of the acts thein-

s elves infringing the provisions of the statute anil the no¬
tice; tlmt Milne nr« voidable because of acts of t he let-

t ing b'.iird. i<> the tlrst point. and ari> not proper *ub-
ject* of u curative function. Iiccuu.se of their tfr»** impro¬
priety; tlmt all the remaining contracts lire voidable for
two cuuscs :.Kir>t beeau-e they are imperfect contract*,
not properly approved and sanctioned as to their award¬
ing, oxecul iim. or delivery. It will further be manifest,
that of thin latter cUis* some are voidable because of the«
original irregular procedure of the superior board; and
finally, all tint contract*, if not otherwise exceptionable,
are voidable from like irregularity and oversight on the
part of the Fame board " ile would urge upon the I<c-
gi.lature that, if no serious impediments be found In the
way, the honor of the State demand* that a most sum¬
mary rebuke be mlrainiatercd tu those who have sought
to In y their unjust Itaud* upon the treasury of the Static.
to those who have regarded the prosecution of a public
work of great Internet to the commercial and producing
cla<se* of our citizens. as the occasion for the ex-
< re ife of their cupidity to those who. coming
frcm the legal. mercantile, and other pursuits,
have thru t aside those who have hitherto made
null work their proper business (our honwt. in¬
dustrious nnd practical artisan*) or forced theinaelve*
upon those to carry off or divide the fair profits of their
labor. If evex an opportunity win offered of extricating
the public work from ruin, a* well as disgrace. now U the
favorable moment. There is no danger of such action be¬
coming the (heme of party strife, for. of all those who
might la1 rejected, there is said to be nn equal number of
both iiarlie*. and of those who hold the richer contracts
there are only u few hundred in number."

Mr. Cvhhikcm of the Aw mbly, doe* not agree with hi.i
di nn critic friend, Senator Conger, lie approve* the con¬
tract*. and think* they ought to stand, for theaereaaona
"Flirt, that there ha* been no fraud proved against the
letting hoard, and no proof of any collusion between them
and the contractor* in the recent canal letting!). Second
The law not requiring the <.-ontract* to be given to the
lowest responsible bidder, a departure from that principle
in the letting* la not of itself evidence of n fraud, even

though the difcretion vested by the luw in the State offi¬
cer* ha* been exercised, unwisely, and cannot, and
ought not to be taken advauiajfo of by the State to repu¬
diate or annul the contract* tliu* entered into. Third

1 here is not sufficient evidence of any abuse of discretion
on the part of the officer* making thc*e contracts; nnd if
there were, the officer* to guilty, are alone responsible.
Sound policy, if not honesty, must prevent the State from
repudiating or annulling twise contract*." lie occupicj
about one column in presenting hi* individual view*.

MOTION f oil I M I' I AC II.M I. V r
After the report* lnid la-en received. Mikk Wai.sh arose

and offend a resolution impeaching .lohn (' Mather and
Frederick Kollett. prenent final Commissioners. and also
Charles Cook, late Commissioner, uud Hetckiah C. Sey¬
mour, late engineer.

Aftnlr* lit Altiuny.
THK CANAL LETT1N0 IN VKHTIO ATION (J UKAT KX-

CITKMKST, ETC.
arKCIAI. COntlF.SPONllKNCJ. OK THK NKW VOIIK lir.lt \LD

A i.n»s r. March 10, 1 862.
Tho canal fraud joint committee presented

their reports Ibis morning to the Untitle. There .ire t Iir«M».
Hi nator Conger oiic; Mr. Cn-hing. of the Assembly, all¬
ot hi r; anil Senator rpliiini 'ind Mchw*. Morse ami Hull, of
the A.-si tnlily. another. .Mr. Cntigcr'H in the most elabo¬
rate. HMciflc. and emphatic. lie presents n review of tho
testimony had ill considerable detail. and horntiiil7.es the
material portion at grout length, lie occupies five news-

plipcr columns
I 111* canal waiter will be made tho special order for

mme particular day. mm oon as tho reports, testimony,
and accompanying documents shall he printed Tho
most exciting and interesting debates w hich have occurred
for ninny a year Trill thou come up. nnd likely consume
the most of the time remaining of tlie acwlon. The lobby
will soon !«. filled with contractors. eolocli il ami disap¬
pointed. who will form an unprecedented phalanx to
overawe tho Legislature: but the present contracts, how¬
ever villuiiou-Iv obtained, will remain undisturbed.

W.

ARRIVAL OF THE EL DORADO.
SEWS FROM All PARTS OF THE PACIFIC.

Another Quick Trip from San Francisco.

FOUR DAYS LATER FROM CALIFORNIA,
Affairs in Oregon, New South Wales,

and the Sandwich Islands.
Arrival of a Million and a Half of

Dollars in Gold Dust.
Shipments of Gold front Sydney.
Wrecks on the California and Oregon Coasts, and

Prions Loss of Life.
A nigging Vessel with Nearly a Hundred Passen¬

gers on Board.

EXECUTIONS BY LYNCH LAW.

Proposed Convention in California to
Revise the State Constitution.

Speech of Col. Weller, the New United States
Senator from California.

THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW.
THS OUTWABD PASSAGES OP OUPPSBS.

Political Movements in California.
STATE OF MARKETS,

&C. A*. Ac.

The mail stoninsliip ^j} Dorado, Capt. Hartatciu,
£rom Chagrcs, arrived nt this port at four o'clock
yesterday afternoon, -arith four days' later advices
from California than those received yesterday morn-

ing hy tho Daniol Wiebater. The new from San
Francifca teas tintty-MX d(ty> and four hours in

coming through to 'Am city.
Subjoined is the report of the El Dorado:.
The U. 8 mail steamship Kl Dorado. Lieut If J

Ilartstein. Jr fro ^ Chairri *. Mai-Jit). l>ri njf1 133 puM'
gors. >1.500.000 ir treasure and the United State* malls
from California t<~ February 1H bvinir four days later thsu
by previous arri .). The K. I) arrived at 4 I' M. Martlt
16. thus making the passage t.uuuuh in twenty-six day
and four hour I.this Ik tiu; wond quickest trip or r«
cord. The Urn* was twenty flv,> ,',»vh and eighteen hourji
both of whirl were made .;/ tl* l'Huaina route

This is U»e fourth nhort trip inside of twenty
eeven day \ from San Fr.tneise© to New York. The
four werf made as f-ilov^ :.

Jan 1-JJy Panama route 2C d*y V-C hours
Jan. 11 -By Nicaragua rout.) '^6 .. 18 '.

Jan. l'>.By I'anaua route 25 ' 18 «.

Mur 1>.By I'anKaia route 110 4 >.

Annexed nro 'Jie
NAMES OF NIK Kt. TJOHADO'S PAH«T

l/vut T IJ St'^ihcni. 1' i) KiUdufT. (ller'trd Si Co an-

GMdOnr's Kxp^e.-s,) Capt O M ilarwood. *al>orx<l I. <>..».
IttM. F I<cwi>. C A Fuller, J (Jual' y *' 1 f-rb i, VV
IMrdsail. N C»le. Tlios Omery. Mrs F J Ko.in'sin,
R K»«ni. R liutirr. Moore. \V 1' l'owe. i. IV n (H« i-lin*
(A & Co). Whitney (aanil agent), .1 <1 Wnlvln. l! ts.-uvr,
J IWird. .1 I. Itard I> t'oopcr. llD.ir! r,; I> "¦ .ii-. W f. i'.ir! r

anL-on. } Ferguson. F.I Meiiinri K iumlrickt. ,*1 J ihu-
Fon. A J Griffin j- itrritlry. I' M 'iinni !. 'j-in >vr, K
WrigL)L A I lieu 1 J If. 'v I V FsrltnJ j
ltiie-,, F Fanui'j; 0 H loid Kl' laiigluin iurd \ Sin
J IUknt. RP 'A at i' .' I' tt <*' ». »l K Chn.-e. (' L « J
PUiqIm. J Hcorv. A I'ulton , i .r-on r'> ihy. A Mc-
0#y. II Street, w tt N why «* F- hmi II i: II I.
fe>l* J Bw»>inet. P M Fill m Alii u » J C H Mt. Kd
dull. W » Fan;, nt JT>I. r /II I! nv\. I M. '. i_£< Vtn-
dall A K Mi- I! r.-ihi«. t; I t. W II ll -Sl I!
UrnnkUU.J Little .' W \ « V. .'¦) Wi f

t.nlgUy. J Camp) U V. 'l's».. lor, f- iv !' N N II .- J
H Vi-lwtfr l> I'ervi-. *.l« >> I'll >>* i! II -r,-; ID

U Collins. » Vf K«r . V J I v. W "I M .1
IV I'orter, A V>' l>, ^ n t. \V I'.il y (' 1. \
Falrrhild K Ta'.hio A :.!) ! XV !J .i 'I m r.

A Fiiwyer J X,v ji'.im K l> I' i. .') l>» rm r

\\ Voft. W Htililn'"i A I I . f' *

MnKmilc>*|V llorr K IV* C 'he- > I ,n. .1
(Ir tllr. Conlaw It (.ni/ ., l '!'¦ ti.

I' V,o)oy. >v Stctlarj ' Uu J "¦ ">wan it «

F f. K ritan

Xh?»t noitHy on« aud a h»-'* m'.U '

. <1 wst on board tin* Htoamer. TLc following is a lift
of tho oonnigno<»»*v.»

TICK HI-HOIK M=»T OF THE El. t>1KADO.
Adnnix k t'o f.VM <Hi7 llarberk Ik. IV $5.3T9
Am F.x. tluuk VTT i mm KeiuJ. \v*rt,- it Co r> 00*liurjcyoe k Plume llOuOo lliu-kliu It Cranio .. GOM
ni.iiuIxT* k Hniccr 99,ITS* C. V S Olbb* 4.7M
Drew, Itobittfon k P. Nayler 4 .lit
Co TO.oor* if .loMtphi k Co .. a,«m

PMlad'a Bank 30 000 K.tR R flrwai. 3.2M
Wm Ilr^e k Co.. . ao.tHW Mholer It Bros 3,«0t
Cammm It White- JihrwoB Lowdcn.. 3#)#

liourr 25.000 T. W. Ilayaud k Co. X.tOt
IIowIhiiU k Apia- Kafidolliauin k SU-

tfiill 20.000 .<rra«u
Fllrntnild, Booth k K it 3,20®
Co ' 20.000 Sfo TilcHton ft

Kdw'd Mlnturn. . . . 17.306 C>»..... 2J>14
Collins, Cuihuian k J. B"*irnir 8iXW
Co 16130 JobC'H Kn» 2,01*

Coming It Co W.-400 M*nrt VKohrtn.. 24)0®
H Itnmnrvl 13 1)00 Martfai 'llltchtook. 2.00#
IVI.r Kdeo 14.000 A. W. OwpfW.... l.TM

A Ynn Valki'iUwrK. 121)00 Win H AfpinwiU. 1W
WwU Ki-lly & Co. ll.!*>0 Alphi'm robe* 1.03k
1> It li ii in k Inrinr. . 11.900 Sehlo** . . . 1,571
A K Kno 11.7KH rs K 1,40*
llrown. IlroK k Co. 10 000 A. B. MIIt. 1 ,30#
TMMklM k I.Hin- A lloinlnj'T

ton 10.000 WtUUin UaU 90»
Owe k i'rn'mnn, . . 0,3.10 To order.. .. .... ... 40. MB
Mlnnt k Hooper... W 210
CWt A TlioirtU 0.000 Amount $1 27H..1ft»
T W at ?on It Sou* K fMJO Amou^ |>a*Ht> j^»r« lte,4M
tirinticll, Mint urn

fct'o R.4T.2 Totnl
D.J WlUetts 7 000
Our hanks arc due to Mr. L. C. Paine, i lio Pursor

oftlie EI Dorado, Messrs. Adams & Co., fregory At
Co., Ilcrford & Co., and to Mr. William Whitney,
the U. H. uiuil agent, for the latest papers
The news from California, Oregon, Nr? Honlh

Wales, mid1 the .Sandwich Islands, is intonating.
The golden intelligence from Sydney is almoci

equal to the early golden newi from California.
Over tut) miliums of dollars in dust had bfni exported
mid .veil/ in letter* from Sydor;/, to the'lUh of Mtvrm-
bcr last.
Several clippers had arrived ut San Kran^ao®.

As there is considerable interest manifested relatiro
to their speed, we annex a list of tho timo thoy
made:.
Ship (ioldrn Onto, from Now York 114 day*.
Ship 8wordfl.-h. from Now Yoif. Wi (Iujn.
Ship Flying Fish. from Hohton 101 da/a.
Ship Celestial, from New York 108 daya.
The above is the actual time made by each ship,

calling the day of departure and the day of arri?«!
one day only. With the exception of the passant
of the Flying Cloud, which wui; niado in ninety
days, that of the Bwordfish is tho shortest on record.
Slio was built by Mr. William II. Wobb, of this
city.
The schooner Penelopes Cant, Austin K. Dodge,

sailed from San Francisco for San Juan del Hud
about 17th October last, with eighty-two passenger*.
The last accounts from San Juan left her out ninety-
four days, up to which time nothing has bcon heard
from her. It is feared she is lost, with all on board.
The following is a list of the vessels that sailed

from San Francisco for Panama since the 1st of Janu-
ary, and may l»e hourly expected here: brig I >uit-
ley, ship lirutus, ship Valparaiso, steamer Isthmus,
schooner B. I.. Allen, and ship Magdaliua. Them
vessels are all intended to return to San Francisc*
with passengers.
The markets appeared to be gradually improving,

and speculation was evidently fast dying awa*.
Flour could be had at fit, and beef commanded $»>
to $2.5 per barrel.

'1 lie gold diggers continued successful; the
want of water, however, was very much felt in th*
mining districts. ,
Intclllgt-nrr from tlxe lothmtiw of Pnnnmk,
The K1 Dorado brings adiicca from Chagrea to the Otb,

and 1'unuma to the 4th hint u nt.
W e :irc indebted to Mr. L. 0. Paine, the Punter of tha

K. D.. for the following nummary of intelllgenco :.

the mntl ntcamer mil take from l'lviuiina hII who liava
through tlck'-l* l>y the mail line, and many who have do
through ticket*.
Much di trech prevail* at Panama among person* wh»

lioM through tickets l>y thenoculli ii Independent Line,'*
tih tin re him I»i'i ii 110 ctcameraof llial lino al Panama tor
f< me time, and none are expected. Tliene people. hurin&
ninny ot tlicru. expended their mean* in purchasing,
through tickets, are unahlc to raine mean* to purchase on.
the tun ii line, uml arc IIiun In a much woine ponitipn than
ninny who had no tickets, iiut who had the mean* to pur*
(bin' tin m. Tbone having ticketHare awaiting the orriral
ofthe independent Kteamer*. Some hare been there fo*
two month*. ami their chanced for tiie next two inontha
are very poor. Many of them have returned home.to talc*

a frc-li ctart If pa>nenger* cannot procure through tick¬
et* fri m reliable mid responsible partlc*. they had bettor
only pay to < hngre*. and t raft to chance oil tile I'acifla
ride One of the partie* selling through tlcketa by the in-
di pendent *leamer*, having reprenetited the American
Consul at ramiina an tiieir agent. Mr. Conrin lira in «
card, in one of the Panama paper*, denied having any
ccniM ction wltli tlicm whatever.

. Hi the outward pnnnagu. tiie Ki Dorado wan in company
with Ihf atcaimhip Daniel >\ ebater. fornix days.
The l'mwmn limh'ixid in now o/«Tifrf In a /mint on the rinar

nnttlyftA ly unlet uh» e Chagren. and the mail nleameri will all
hind at Amy Hay hrreafttr. Thin will be in smooth water,
and pa»M iigern will thiiN avoid the danger ande.ippua* ot
landing in hmail boatn at Chngrc* The road lri>m Uor-
gonn to Panama in in first rutc order, and with thv Mp
of th<' railroad, passenger*, it W estimated. .can all. 1m
crowed in thirty bourn, either way.
The port at Nary liny, the terminu* of the railroad,

h«< l» ii called Anpinwall City, in compliment wall de¬
ferred) to William II Anpinwall. Knq., on» of tb^founds
em and pioneer* in the formation of the company.

man.
On the 2d in*t (in camp with aeveral hundred* of, hi*

fellow countrymen. ) near 1'anama, Joseph poteet. age&
thirty-live yeiim. of McDowell county, North Carolina.

Our California Corrrwpyinlciicv*
On ItOARU Stkamhhip Daniki. WkB8TI$8, )

Nkw Vohk Hakhor, March 14, 1852.. y
Arrival.* by the Ilan itl IVcbfttr Spttch of Coioful

Writer </ii National and Californian Ajiam.
California Staff Convention, Sfr. fyr.
Our passage from San Francisco to New York

has been very pleasant, and would hare been a

speedy one but for the transit at1 row the Isthmus of
Nicaragua, in which, owing to bad manage¬
ment on that part of the line, we were occupied
nearly a week.
Among the passenger* from Han Francisco, nr»

Hon. Jno. B. Waller, Hon. Robert M. MH.ane,
Samuel Itraunnn, Ksq., J. F. Howe, TJios. Jefferson
Smith, Ksq., and lady, and Captain Lvco, of th*
U. 8. Armv.
Colonel Weller.it will be recollected, wa^thecan-

didate of the democratic party, in 1848, for Governor
of Ohio; wasappointed Hounaary Commissioner un¬
der the treaty with Mexico, and entered npon his
duties at San Ihego t>nrly in 1HI9; wa^ subswjuontly
superceded by the whig national administration,and
now, by the voice bf the people of California, in le-
^i.-laturo a-<scinbU-d, returns to Wnshingtos, th
scene of his former usefulness, n* United States Se¬
en tor lor nix yea_t» from the fourth of March last.
Mr. Hobert MeLanc was formerly member of

Congress from the Baltimore district. He wagons tf
Colonel Welies'® comjietitori for the United States
Senate, and 'Meived a very complimentary vote in
the ilimoeruMe caucus, the ugh ou the final voto ia
the Ugisla'irc Convention, Colonel n. received tht>
entire strength of the democratic party, 71 votca.

Mr. Braunan is one of the earli- st i:;d most enter¬
prising c'ii/.ens of San Francisco.09s of the most',
active members mul a prominent leader of the Yigi
lance C munittee of thnt city, and accompanied tho
expedition which sailed from Sun Francisco, last
full, ftr Honolulu, to look aft«»r the temporal and

i oIHiobI interests <f the Saiidwich L*Uiails. Mr.
Bruu>an is under sood to be a large property holder
in those islands. The lime for a change el gororn-
n ml there, it i, believed, fcis not yet arrived; but
1 predict that within two years fi'ia this ilute, wo

.hull have the Snndwiclt Islanders knocking at tha
doors of Congress for ad;ni «ion a; a State luto tha
American U ai )n.

Mr. How* was Chief Clerk (f the. convent ion that
framed the constitution of California ; has been seo-

retury of tin- Senate from the organisation of the
government to the commencement of tho present
Lcgisln lire, ami has been secretary of even demo¬
cratic S-tate conviction nhieh has Been heW in Cali-
forni during th" past three years.
Judge Smith emigrated to California, from tho

citv ot New Yo»k, in IHiy, and having, by the prac¬
tice "t hi* prot'e iion.(the law).accumulated a
income competency, eouiet back to his old homo
to njoy 't. with no intention, I believe, of returning
to Call Lorsta.
Capt. Lyon returns to th(> Atlantic States, after

thin ftats of servieo In California, M a Captain i®
the Sec ond infantry .

On the U./th olU Col. Weller received an invita-
ti i' ft 'ii a number of his fellow passengem, citizens
et California, to address them " with respect to his
oyiuiotid an to the proper course to be pursued by
the pi. -tent (> ,ngri ss in regard to the mineral land*
<>t Cul.f')nur1$ the rights ot individual miners therein,
tl. i :<»jn/ oni sc ot Congn s in regard to tho reser*
yatu ta'oi lands made by the pres ent Indian agents,
in co* ncetion with their treaties with the several
tMX- f t Indians iu California, and ou such olhec


